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PARK ASSETS

As much as the park has struggled over the last century, it still has 
much to offer the region, the City, and its neighbors. As friends of 
the park plan the next chapter of the park’s story, we would do well 
to appreciate and build upon the value that park currently delivers:

• ten acres, set aside, in perpetuity
• gathering space
• a reputation for great, large-scale events
• urban forest
• dog park, sport courts, & playground
• vendor amenities
• significant historical value

It’s hard overstate the value of the park simply existing. The city 
would be hard-pressed to acquire and develop ten acres of prime 
downtown real estate today—let alone for park space—the financial 
and political costs would most likely be too high. But those who 
went before did set aside the parcel, and today we are foolish if we 
don’t make the most of their generosity.

As friends of Pioneer Park have gathered over the last several years, 
a consensus has emerged as to what the park needs to be, going 
forward, we need a park:

• for everyone—every day of the year
• that is purpose-built to serve a broad range of events, the 

whole year through
• that’s a regional draw, a tourist destination, and a 

neighborhood gem
• that’s purpose-built to discourage anti-social and criminal 

behaviors
• that showcases its past and embraces its future
• contributes to its upkeep

Any serious plan for the park must find a way to bridge the gap 
between the current status quo and our stated goals. Thankfully, 
the conversations which served to cement the goals also spent 
considerable time looking at the root causes of the shortfall between 
what we want and what we have.

• human-scaled, memorable spaces
• multifunctional spaces organized for multiple, concurrent 

uses
• a place of refuge
• amenity rich
• safe and secure
• connected to the surrounding neighborhood 
• art-filled
• sustainable
• pervasive, low-intensity curation and interpretation

PARK GOALS BRIDGING THE GAP



 

The following photographs illustrate design options for several key 
features within the park:

 • clubhouse
• ranger station
• dog café
• allée
• sport courts
• sun garden
• promenade
• walls and fencing
• ground cover
• creek
• bioswales

REFERENCE PHOTOS

As part of the collaborative process, we’ve crafted three 
development options. Each option represents a slightly different 
vision for the park that still hews to our development and design 
goals, and each offers a different mix of priorities:

• more verses less programmable space
• the mix of passive and active uses
• how we manage sun and shade
• and which amenities do we value:
  sport courts
  playground area
  dog park area
  garden spaces
  on-site storage
  permanent stage

FROM THREE TO ONE: FINDING OUR BALANCE
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 CLUBHOUSE

The Clubhouse is an open and airy space, intended to be 
the cultural hub of the park. Its architecture is Mid-century 
Modern—a reminder of the park’s constant presence at Salt 
Lake City’s core.

The Clubhouse features:

• two kitchens
• reception space
• a large patio
• an historical interpretive center
• semi-public restrooms
• nominal storage



 

RANGER STATION

The Ranger Station is a two- or three-storey building that 
serves as home base for the park’s permanent rangers and 
ambassadors. Its design speaks to the working history of 
the neighborhood and takes several cues from the historic 
BIG-D headquarters, across the street.

The Ranger Station features:

• Ranger offices
• Space for a small café
• Semi-public restrooms
• Nominal storage space
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DOG CAFÉ

The neighborhoods surrounding Pioneer Park are filled with 
dog owners, so it makes sense that an integral part of the 
new park would be a puppy pub—a hand-out for dog lovers 
and their friends. The café’s small footprint invites park 
developers to push the architectural envelope.

The Dog Café features:

• A small footprint
• An attached dog run
• Amenities for dogs and their owners



 

ALLÉE

The double row of trees is an iconic part of park design, the 
world over—a stately way of getting from here to there… but 
add seating, and an allée transforms into a quiet place to 
watch the world walk by. In an urban context, quiet shady 
spaces rare and valuable. It’s no wonder we want one in our 
improved park.
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SUN GARDEN & CREEK

Garden space showcasing native sun- and shade-loving 
plants has been a part of every discussion surrounding the 
park for the last decade. A well-designed garden will attract 
horticultural enthusiasts and picnickers, event planners and 
the passersby. In two of the park concepts being discussed, 
sizable sun gardens featuring large sculptures are central to 
the plan—while every plan uses native plantings throughout.

The “creek” element is a reminder of why people throughout 
the ages gathered here: the nearby streambed and springs. 
The creek could be naturalistic or a bold architectural 
statement.



 

SPORT COURTS

Sports and games amenities have been a large part of 
the park’s programming from the earliest days. The 
redevelopment of the park changes the focus from single-use 
sporting areas to well-designed multi-use spaces. The sport 
court is first and foremost a basketball court, but can easily 
be outfitted for pickleball or other sports. It’s also a flat, hard 
surface, ideal for temporary installations (a climbing wall, 
for example). In each of the designs, the sport court(s) are 
below grade to minimize the need for unattractive fencing 
and to dampen the sounds of enthusiastic game play.
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PROMENADE

Bisecting the park, this broad, paved path is a workhorse—
allowing large equipment to reach the center of the park 
safely, and playing host to large events, such as the summer 
Farmers Market. In the concepts, the promenade and the 
southwest fountain plaza share a common vernacular in 
order to tie the park together through our choice of materials 
and design. Though paved, straight, and intended for vehicle 
traffic, the promenade need not be boring… it’s a canvas for 
thoughtful designers to make the mark on the park.



 

WALLS & FENCING

Fencing and walls are an integral part of the new 
park—necessary to subdivide the park into discrete and 
concurrently useful spaces. A number of fencing and wall 
types will be necessary—the retaining walls of the plinth; 
the low walls surrounding the Great Lawn; the utilitarian 
barriers for the children’s playground and the dog run. 
Materials choice is key, though, to keep the park from feeling 
institutional—no chainlink here! 
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GROUND COVER

Grass has been a staple of park design in parts of the 
world for literally centuries—and for good reason: it’s a 
great surface for play. But it comes at a cost: it consumes 
mountains of water and requires substantial chemical 
support to remain green; it hides sharp objects and doggy 
deposits; it’s a barrier to those with mobility issues in the 
best of weather… and a barrier to one-and-all whenever it 
snows or rains. So instead of filling the park with grass, we’ve 
decided to use grass strategically—for the Great Lawn, as a 
summer-only feature of the plinth, and strategically within 
the sun gardens. Everywhere else, we use durable, drainable, 
and timeless decomposed granite—in addition to copious 
amounts of ornamental plantings. Who says “hard working” 
can’t be beautiful?



 

BIOSWALES

Bioswales is a funny word for a hardworking bit of street-
side design. By lowering planting beds at the curbside to 3–6 
inches below grade, and then making strategic curb cuts, 
urban designers have transformed the management of storm 
water and our urban green spaces. In the new park, the devil 
strips (those landscaped bits between a sidewalk and the 
curb) are transformed into bioswales—keeping the green 
necklace we love while giving it an important job to perform.


